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neither the Congress nor I have hitherto gone to individual sol-
diers and individual employees in the Government departments,
it is not because of want of will, but because of want of ability. In
our unfortunate country in which poverty is day by day deepen-
ing and in which starvation faces lakhs upon lakhs of our country-
men and countrywomen, it has not been possible for us, up to
now, to call upon the soldiers individually, to appeal to them and
ask them for the sake of their country and for the sake of their
religion to give up their employment and do their duty. What I
venture to warn the Government is that as soon as the country has
received and assimilated the gospel of the spinning-wheel and
swaraj and as soon as the soldiers and others are ready to take up
the spinning-wheel and the handloom, I promise that if I have
got still the strength left in me and the personal liberty that is
vouchsafed to me by this Government, I promise that I shall under-
take to go to every one of the soldiers and every one of those who
are serving in the civil departments of Government to give up
his employment and take up the spinning-wheel; but even at
this very moment, I invite every soldier who calls himself an
Indian and every servant in Government employment that if he
has understood the message of swadeshi, it is his bounden duty to
leave his employment under this Government which has emascu-
lated this country, which has put affronts upon Islam and which
has made itself responsible for the tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh.
I say that it is a sin for anybody to serve this Government and if
they have got a hope in swadeshi they will do well to leave their
employment under this Government.
The second reason given by the Government of Bombay is that
these Brothers have made speeches inciting to violence. I know
the Brothers, I know almost all the speeches that they have deli-
vered and I venture from this platform to deny that charge in toto.
The Brothers have ever, in private and in public, to my know-
ledge weaned the people from any tendency to violence, but I
shall tell you the reason why the Government have laid their
hands upon the two Brothers. They are brave, they are truth-
ful and they are lovers of their religion and their country and they
have acquired an influence upon Indians such as no other Indians
have acquired during their lifetime over them. Theirs is a name
to conjure with among the Mussulmans and they have found an
abiding place in the hearts of millions of Hindus and Mussulmans.
They stand, as no Mussulmans have stood, for Hindu-Muslim unity.
This Government has no room for brave people, for fearless people,
for people who are truthful, who are lovers of their country and